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HONORING THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

OF THE JOINT IMPROVISED EX-
PLOSIVE DEVICE DEFEAT ORGA-
NIZATION, MAJOR GENERAL 
PATRICK HIGGINS 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Major General Patrick M. Higgins, 
Deputy Director of the Joint Improvised Explo-
sive Device Defeat Organization, or JIEDDO, 
who will retire from the United States Army on 
September 1, 2014, after 34 years of distin-
guished service. In his final tour of duty, Major 
General Higgins led efforts to disrupt threat 
networks that support, supply and employ 
IEDs globally. Through his contributions, 
JIEDDO has made significant strides in reduc-
ing the effectiveness of the IEDs and elimi-
nating the enemy networks that seek to use 
these devices to harm our troops. 

Major General Higgins has commanded 
within the special operations community at the 
detachment, battalion and group levels, culmi-
nating in assignment as the Commander, Joint 
Forces Special Operations Component Com-
mand in Iraq. He has served in numerous spe-
cial operations staff assignments and director- 
level positions within the Joint Staff. 

Major General Higgins has earned numer-
ous awards and decorations including the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star Medal with ‘‘V’’ device, Bronze 
Star Medal, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal, Army Achieve-
ment Medal, among others. 

I am proud to share in the celebration of 
Major General Higgins’ long and distinguished 
military career. I would also like to congratu-
late his wife, Susan, and his three daughters, 
Sarah, Emily and Jessica, whose love and 
support has aided and strengthened Major 
General Higgins throughout his career. I wish 
him all the best in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE FLORIDA STATE 
CHAPTER OF THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE ASSOCIA-
TION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Florida State Chapter 
of the U.S. Air Force Association (AFA) in 
celebration of its 50th anniversary. 

On Saturday, July 26, the AFA will hold its 
annual state conference in West Palm Beach, 
Florida. It is a privilege to represent constitu-
ents who are so deeply committed to the edu-
cation, advocacy, and support necessary to 
maintain America’s dominance in aerospace 
that helps keep our Nation secure. 

From issuing scholarships and supporting 
STEM programs in elementary schools, to re-
storing and preserving Air Force fighter air-
crafts, Florida’s AFA chapter has been a tre-
mendous advocate in the South Florida com-
munity. 

I am proud to recognize the Florida Chapter 
and the entire AFA community for their 
achievements in promoting aerospace power 
and enhancing aerospace and science edu-
cation for South Florida’s next generation of 
leaders. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM D. 
MAGWOOD IV 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer my thanks to a dedicated public servant 
who is moving on to another important assign-
ment. Bill Magwood, currently a Commissioner 
on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), will depart for Paris in September to 
serve as the Director General of the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment’s Nuclear Energy Agency. I want to wish 
Bill and his wife Janet all the best as they em-
bark on this great adventure. I know Bill will 
do a wonderful job in this new position. 

As a Member of Congress representing Ida-
ho’s second congressional district, I got to 
know Bill as the Director of the Department of 
Energy’s Office of Nuclear Energy. In that ca-
pacity, Bill played an instrumental role in form-
ing the Idaho National Laboratory (INL) as the 
nation’s lead lab for nuclear energy and that 
designation has served the nation, the nuclear 
energy industry and the State of Idaho very 
well. Bill Magwood’s vision for INL and cre-
ative institutions such as the Center for Ad-
vanced Energy Studies has exceeded all of 
our expectations and we owe Bill a debt of 
gratitude for his foresight and perseverance. 

After leaving the Department of Energy and 
working in the private sector for a few years, 
Bill was asked by President Obama to return 
to government service and serve on the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission. Bill accepted 
this challenge, but I do not believe he or any-
one else had any idea of what was in store for 
him Under Bill’s watch at the NRC, the 
Fukushima disaster hit Japan and the NRC 
was thrust into the spotlight to explain the situ-
ation to the American people. At the same 
time, the NRC was faced with serious internal 
challenges, which Bill met with courage and 
conviction, and for this he deserves our rec-
ognition and praise. 

Bill Magwood has served his country with 
honor and distinction and I want to offer my 
praise as he moves on to his new international 
leadership role. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF 
GOD 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 100th year of the General Council 
of the Assemblies of God. 

The General Council of the Assemblies of 
God began in Hot Springs, Arkansas in 1914 
with 300 people and has called Springfield, 

Missouri its home since 1918, and we are 
proud to call them our neighbors in the 7th 
Congressional District. This broad coalition of 
ministers decided to work together to fulfill 
common goals by providing fellowship, estab-
lishing schools, and sending missionaries 
abroad. Since 1914, the Assemblies of God 
has grown to more than 67 million adherents 
in over 366,000 churches worldwide. 

In these 100 years, Assemblies of God 
members have preached the gospel, prayed 
for the sick, witnessed miracles, published 
profound insights on the spiritual life, and es-
tablished churches, schools, orphanages, and 
rescue missions. The Assemblies of God’s 
dedication and loyalty to their members and 
employees has become a vital part of the 
Springfield community. Their outreach and 
sponsorship of higher education is a true tes-
tament of their fellowship and values. The 
General Council has formed close relation-
ships to local businesses and universities, cre-
ating a network that values community, edu-
cation, and friendship. It is an honor to recog-
nize the General Council for their leadership 
and service. 

I am confident the work of the General 
Council of the Assemblies of God will continue 
to make a positive impact in the area over the 
next 100 years. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO RAY ALPERT—ON 
BEHALF OF THE COMMUNITY 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, our com-
munity lost a true friend and major benefactor 
on Wednesday, June 11, 2014 with the pass-
ing of Ray Alpert at the age of 87. 

Ray and his wife, Barbara, were known 
throughout Long Beach for their generosity 
and passion for organizations that helped sup-
port the Jewish community. Over the decades, 
Ray and his wife Barbara donated millions of 
dollars to the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Long Beach and West Orange County and its 
partner agencies, the Alpert Jewish Commu-
nity Center, Long Beach Hillel, Jewish Family 
and Children’s Service and the Hebrew Acad-
emy of Huntington Beach. 

From its inception, the Alpert Foundation 
has provided the Long Beach and Western 
Orange County Jewish Federation with its 
largest annual gift. In 1997, their lead donation 
to the Federation was instrumental in creating 
the 85,000 square foot Alpert Jewish Commu-
nity Center, whose comprehensive programs 
and facilities now serve almost every segment 
of our community. ‘‘The Alpert Jewish Com-
munity Center is forever indebted to Ray and 
Barbara for their generosity and caring for the 
Center,’’ said Jeffrey Rips, Executive Director. 

Ray’s longtime friend, Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Community Foundation Past 
President, and community leader in his own 
right, Eugene Lentzner, spoke lovingly of his 
50 year association with Ray. ‘‘Ray achieved 
great success, yet he was the most unpre-
tentious and unassuming person I ever know. 
(And you should also know that comment ap-
plies to his wife also),’’ said Gene. ‘‘He was 
most comfortable outside the limelight; yet he 
served on many boards, he had a lot to say 
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